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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Applicant's 12/9/201 1 response to the previous 9/16/201 1 Office action has been 
considered and entered. 

2. Claims 1-8 are pending and have been examined on the merits as set forth below. 

3 . The earliest effective filing date is May 10,1999 (1 99905 1 0) . 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

4. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 12/9/2011 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments filed 12/9/201 1, with respect to the 35 USC 103 rejection set forth 
in sections 8 and 9 of said previous Office action have been fully considered and are persuasive. 
Accordingly said rejections are withdrawn. However upon further consideration and search a 
new rejection is made as set forth below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
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A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed publication in 
this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

7. Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent 

5,802,499 to Sampson et al. (Sampson). 

Regarding claim 1 Sampson teaches in, for example, Column 11a method of 
qualifying a participant (in line 10, GCSS (Global Credit Support System) "customer") 
over a global network in a transaction requiring a transfer of funds from the participant 
using a qualifying system, the method comprising: 

(a) the participant establishing a consumer funding account by depositing funds in 
the consumer funding account, the consumer funding account to be administered by the 
qualifying system in Col. 11 lines 10-26 "Each GCSS customer opens a GCSS account 
and transfers . . . assets. . . " ; 

(b) the participant accessing the qualifying system and entering a transaction 
requiring a transfer of funds from the participant(customer) to a vendor (counterparty) in 
Col. 11, line 16-20 ". . .using the GUI. . .each customer. . .and its counterparty. . .creates a 
credit support agreement report,,,"; 

(c) the qualifying system reserving a portion of the funds deposited in the 
consumer funding account according to a transaction parameter determined by at least 
one of the qualifying system, the participant or the vendor in Col. 8 1 lines 34-48 wherein 
it is understood that eligible securities connote the claimed reserved portion and in line 
50+ the customer establishes a preference table to indicate the rank order those assets 
they would deliver if necessary, 
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the reserving step being practiced without the participant providing the funds or 
any instrument of the funds to the vendor in Col. 81 because the funds/assets are held in 
the Omnibus account until settlement or until necessary to cover the exposure, and 

wherein an available balance in the consumer funding account consists of an 
amount of unreserved funds from the funds deposited in the consumer funding account in 
for example, Col. 84, lines 62+ "securities/cash. . .which are not in use; and 

(d) the qualifying system qualifying the participant for the transaction if the 
consumer funding account satisfies conditions of the transaction parameter in Col. 83, 
lines 20+ wherein the credit exposures are covered. 

Regarding claim 2 and the limitation wherein the transaction parameter is a 
required deposit see for example, Col. 84 lines 34+ wherein a "margin call" and a 
shortfall notification connotes a required deposit. 

Regarding claim 3 and the limitation wherein the transaction parameter is an 
amount of funds required to complete the transaction see Columns 83 and 84 wherein the 
shortfall must be relieved by an amount of funds required to cover the credit exposure. 

Regarding claim 4 Sampson teaches in the rejection of corresponding parts of 
claim 1 above a method of qualifying a participant over a global network in a transaction 
requiring a transfer of funds from the participant using a qualifying system, the method 
comprising: 
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(a) the participant accessing the qualifying system and establishing a consumer 
funding account by depositing funds in the consumer funding account, the consumer 
funding account to be administered by the qualifying system; 

(b) the participant entering a transaction requiring a transfer of funds from the 
participant to a vendor; 

(c) the qualifying system reserving a portion of the consumer funding account 
according to a transaction parameter determined by at least one of the qualifying system, 
the participant or the vendor, 

wherein step (c) is practiced by reserving a first portion of the funds deposited in 
the consumer funding account corresponding to a required deposit and reserving a second 
portion of the funds deposited in the consumer funding account corresponding to an 
amount of funds required to complete the transaction in for example, Col. 11, lines 10+ 
wherein the customer is required to provide assets to its counterparty to cover outstanding 
credit exposure based upon the size of the credit exposure and the required deposit is that 
necessary to satisfy the margin call and the second portion is required when the Asset 
Movement Optimization Model is run as set forth in Col. 84, 

wherein an available balance in the consumer funding account consists of an 
amount of unreserved funds from the funds deposited in the consumer funding account; 
and 

(d) the qualifying system qualifying the participant for the transaction if the 
consumer funding account satisfies conditions of the transaction parameter. 
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Regarding claim 5 and the limitation further comprising releasing the reserved 
portion of the consumer funding account when the transaction is completed see Col. 85 
wherein at the reserved portion is released to fulfill the credit exposure. 

Regarding claim 6 and the limitation the method according to claim 1, wherein 
step (c) is practiced by querying a network website server that maintains the consumer 
funding account see Figure 1 . 

Regarding claim 7 Sampson teaches a computer system in Figure 1 and 
associated descriptive texts for effecting qualifying of a participant over a global network 
in a transaction requiring a transfer of funds from the participant to a vendor, the 
computer system comprising: 

at least one user computer running a computer program that requests information 
according to a transaction inquiry input by the participant; and 

a system server running a server program, the at least one user computer and the 
system server being interconnected by a computer network, upon access to the system 
server by the participant, the system server determining whether the participant has 
established a consumer funding account by depositing funds in the consumer funding 
account, and if the participant has established the consumer funding account, the system 
server reserving a portion of the funds deposited in the consumer funding account 
according to a transaction parameter determined by at least one of the system server, the 
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participant or the vendor, the system server reserving the portion of the funds without the 

participant providing the funds or any instrument of the funds to the vendor, 
wherein the system server administers the consumer funding account, 
wherein an available balance in the consumer funding account consists of an 

amount of unreserved funds from the funds deposited in the consumer funding account, 

and 

wherein the system server qualifies the participant for the transaction if the 
consumer funding account satisfies conditions of the transaction parameter in the 
rejection of corresponding parts of claim 1 above. 

Regarding claim 8 Sampson teaches a non-transitory computer-readable medium 
programmed for qualifying a participant via a qualifying system over a global network in 
a transaction requiring a transfer of funds from the participant, the non-transitory 
computer-readable medium comprising: 

means for the participant to establish a consumer funding account by depositing 
funds in the consumer funding account, the consumer funding account to be administered 
by the qualifying system; 

means for the participant to access the qualifying system and to enter a transaction 
requiring a transfer of funds from the participant to a vendor; 

means for the qualifying system to reserve a portion of the funds deposited in the 
consumer funding account without the participant providing the funds or any instrument 
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of the funds to the vendor, according to a transaction parameter determined by at least 
one of the qualifying system, the participant or the vendor, 

wherein an available balance in the consumer funding account consists of an 
amount of unreserved funds from the funds deposited in the consumer funding account; 
and 

means for the qualifying system to qualify the participant for the transaction if the 
consumer funding account satisfies conditions of the transaction parameter in the 
rejection of corresponding parts of claim 1 above, Col. 8 line 53 through Col. 10 line 65 
wherein computers, memory and databases are set forth which connote the claimed non- 
transitory computer readable medium . 

Conclusion 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DANIEL L. GREENE whose telephone number is (571)272- 
6876. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thur. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James P. Trammell can be reached on (571) 272-6712. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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9. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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